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» fome of which having beere miferably perfecured by the Prelétes.and. 


Stians ; fubmittirg to his Maieftie and his Lawes, [0 farre ag coucernes 
ive to Cefar the things that are Cxefars, 


Irft,then were our Religion as falfe as our Adverfiries pretend, yet 
were that no ground to take away our Lives orE{tates: for Securitic | 


wicked werkes, and Adverfiries co the Trach, may hereafter come to y C,, aren 


now reject che Truth, may receive They who are now Tares, may 49 
being had,for our Loyaltié to Prince and Countrey(which when bec 
wee refule to give,wee no kes weewy ( eat; They who are now in the fare of the Devill,through 47, 
udgement were it proved againft us (as wee are fure by the Word of 


Repentance. They that a v eric Pp 
; re now Blaiphemers and Perfecutors, as Saint 
God itcan never be), were no ground for Perfecution ; as is cleare J T 
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the Parable of the Tares and Wheat, AZath.1 3. By the Tares,muft needs — > 

be underltgogumen a falfe Religion:which when fomedefired 

| to have pi yp amy Lord declared his mind to thecontrary,ind gave & 

command they fhould be let alone, and grow with the Wheat unto the 

 Harveltin the orld,not in the Church, left men undertaking to pluck 

up the Tares, wanting wifedome to diftingu'fh , fhonid pluck up the 
Rom.13-  Wheatin ftead thereof,as it hath and fhall come to paffe: according to noctili the which,fhould they be put to death, becaufe they come 

Theft. 728+ the words of Chr.ft, which fheweth,thar fome fhall be fo b!indiy devo- not wich the Firlt,chey then wou'd be prevenzed froncomming at all. 
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as the Saints have donz: for fone come nor the Eleventh AZath, 30. 6, 
Houre,though fome came at the Firft, Third, and Sixt Houre, yet fome | 


Romt,2.8,951 6» ted,as to kill the Saints, thinking they doe God fervice ; and therefore © ‘It is affirmed by King Fames of famous memorie,in his Speech atthe — 
 Chrift will have the Tares le: atone with the Wheat untill che Harvelt: Seifions of Parliament, Anno 1609. That it is a {ure Rulein Divinitie, 
Pét.a.1 3514+ Then who, without finne, can attempt to pluck them up, before that ~ That God never loves to plant his Church with violence & Bloudfhed, — 
time? And this doth no way contradiét Gods Word,which faith, Thac Againe, in his Apologie for the Oath of Allegeance, Pag. 4. {peaking 
the Mag'ftrates are Gods Minifters,to take vengeance on them that doe of tho Papifts that rooke the faid Oath, faith ; I give a good proofe 
evill the Tares being finners agunft God in falfe Religion, whom he for it,that never intended perfecution for Confcien:¢ caute, but onely 
hath referved#o be punifhed with flaming fire at the day of Chrift ; the — defived to be fecured of them for Civil] obedience. It was nftally the 
other being trefpaflers agunft men, and are juftly co be punished by the condition of the Chriftians to be perfecuted, bur not ro perfecute. And 
Magiftrate. | lamentab!e it is ro fee the folly of late times, and we cannot but grieve 
Veh. 15-14. Second! , the fame Chrift our Lord commandeth, That thof that are at the folly of men,who thinke by humane Inventions, and carnail aide 
blindly led on in a faife Religion, and are offended at him for Teaching of Lawes and Statutes, to helpe God, and with worldly power and 
his, fhould be fet alone ; and referreth their punifhment, to the falling 
Thirdly, the Lord Chrift reproveth thofe Difciples, that would have 


pompe to defend the Churches of Chrift; as if he byhis owne power A4th.26, ¥2,. 
were not able to doe it, and to performe his owne wilh 
The Church of Chrift hath formerly beene knowne , by enduring. | 


$4555 had Fire come downe fron Heaven, and devoure thole Samaritans that Miferie and Imprifonment ; but it is the marke of the Church of Antu- 18, 100 
would not receive him,in thefe words ; Ye know not of what fpirit ye 3% Chrift, to terrifie others by Impr:fonnents,Bani fhmentsand Perfecuti- Reyes 3.3. 


are, forthe Senne of man is not come to deftroy mens lives,but tofave 4% ons,boatting her felfe,that the 1s high efteemed in the world, wheres 
them, Which fheweth plaincly,chac Chritt would have ne manhurt for the true Church cannot but be hated of the fame. 
Religion, yea,thongh they were refulers of himfe'fe. It was commanded by the Law, Ifa man met a betrothed Damfell in Dent.22. 2 53. 
Fourthly, when the Lord Chrift {ent forth the Twelve to. preach the % the ficld, and the man force her, he was to die : Theawhat fhall thole dofea 2.19, 
Goipel of the Kingdome, this is the utmoft that he directed them expect,chat (hall force che Confcience,the Spoufe of Chrift? 2 Cor.11. 2,. 
Mah. 10. 14 concerning thofe that fhould refule to heare their words , namely, to The example of many Nations , bozh in Scripture,and at this day 


off the duit of their feet for a Teftimon‘e againft them , leaving knowne, may {iffice ro fuffer the Conicience free: lived in Gen. 20. 
their further pumifhment to the Day of Judgement. This was cleare | 


Egypt, in Gerar, among the Philiffines ; after,with theHiestes: Lot In Gen, 23.- 
~ pader the Law, where none was compelled te the worhhip of God by 


Sodom; If4ac,in Gerar; I vael,in E 430 yeeres after,in Babylon Gen. 
the Aurhoritie of the Magiftrate,but as che Lord‘did perfivade the heart 3o yeeres ; yet neverconftrained in their Religion, Alfo.in the dayes Gen, 26. 
= by bis Word. And as this was {0 under the Law,much more inthe time of our Saviour, how many Relig’ons were there in that Empire of Ca- ee 
6.9.27. ofthe Gofpel,the Body being of Chrift: as firft, by the Commiffion of fars, yet not by him perfecuted,or conitrained to his Religion. 
#0.35+5+ 249 Chrilt given to the Apofties ; where Chrift fhewech, though all power - It was the judgement of Luiher, That the Lawes of the Civull Magt- Pfal.89.37. . 
ss In Heaven and Earth was his, yet hee onely appoints Preaching the ftrace extended no farther chen over the bodies and goods, and that //4,3 3.22. 
#vit.3.1-  Gofpel for the gathering his Churches throughout the world: according 


which is externall ; for over the Soule,God will have none to rule but Phil.2.9. 
olof.2.17. to Pauls words, where hee faith, The Weapons of our Warfare are not himfelfe, And therefore,where-ever the Civil! M2giftrare undertaketh 2 T77.3.16+ 
Pfal.18.44.% carnill,but mightie through God,to the pniling downe of ftréng Holds, 


to fet Lawes forthe Soules and Conticien:es of men, he ufurpeth that fames 4.125 
110. 3. cafting downe Imaginations, and every high thing that exalterh fe felfe Government and Authoricie to himiéeite, which appertaineth onely to Kev.2 2.18519 
Mat,28.19,20 againitrhe knowledgeofGod. | 


2 Cor.t0.4,5- — Againc, the {ime Apoftle commandeth, That the fervant of the Lord __ And therefore wee conceive it the higheft of Antichrifts impietie, 
2 Tim.2,24. ftrivenor, but be gentle towards all men, fuffering the evill, inftructing fitting in the Temple of God as God, thewing him(elfe that he is God, 
with meekeneffe the contrarie-minded,proving if God at any time will 
give them repentance,that they may acknowledge the Truth, and come 
to amendment, out of the fnare of the Devill. Which plainely fheweth, 
that Repentance muft be continually waited for,and net conitrained by 
Rphe/.3.5. violence or perfecution; and that becaule Repentance is the gift ofGod, 
and cannot be given by man : and therefore Religion not to be forced 
According to thefe Commands, the holy Prophets fore-told, That 
F: wher the Law of AZofes fhould ceafe in matters of worfhip, and the 
Ifa. a. Law of the AZeffias fhould be fet up in ftead thereof,that then the carnail 
4: Weapons fhould ceafe, They fhall breake their Swerds into Mattocks, | 
1604 324° and their Speares into Sythes , Nation fhall not rife again{t Nation, 
ida neither fhall they learne Warre any more ; They fhall fic every man 
e4a-te ae under his Vine,and under his owne Fig-tree, and none fhall make them 
22+ 20> raid » for the mouth of the Lerd hath {poken it; There fhall none 


2 Theff. 2.-4. in giving Lawes to the Conitience, whichis Gods Pre- 
In che building of the Temple, there was no found of Irpn heard, to Fofuab B. 3% 
fhew, that Chrift will have in his Church a free confent, noc I(4.60. 
nor conitrained by Lawes and Statutes, for the Kings of the Earth fhall Reoe/,21, 24. 
bring their giory unto it. 
Againe, the Churches of Chrift mutt looke for fuffeting, with every Xom.8.29. 
particular member thereof,1s he himteife did,who is their Head, be'nz Phil. 3.10. 
thereby made pertect, being the way and meanes thatGod hath ap- Heb.2.1e- 
inted to publifh the Golpel : Which caufed the Fathers ro fay, The | | 
loud of the Martyrs was the Seed of the Church, 
Therefore Chriftians are to be exhorted, not compelled : for he chat 
will not doe that whereunto he is exhorted and perlwaded, the a ‘ 
injoyning,is no true Chriftian as yet; and they that not this Gofpel 
way, to perfwade men by exhortation and coun(ell, but feeketodoeit = = 


1920) hurt nor deftroy inall my holy Meuntaine, for the Earth fhall be filled _ by conftraint, fhew them{elves not Gofpel Teachers. oie 
2 113.240 with the knowledge of the Lerd,as the Waters cover the Seas. Which For confider,if an earthly King will rake it {0 ill,as furely he may at his 
(25926. when Chrift came, he taught and practifed, and {0 did his Apoftles and ~ fabje&ts hands, to have any equalize themfelves with him, or to make 


~ Lawes for his fibjects ro be guided and ruled by ; how much more the pyegra. 2. 
King of Kings, Chrift Jefus, by whom alone K ings reigne, will he fuffer p,.., 20. 6. 
himfelfe to be difplaced,and an earthly King placed thereim? 18519. 
Thus wee conceive it is cleare, That no man ought to be forced in 
matter of Religion, the Gofpel being {pirituall,and requireth onely {pi- 
ricuall worfhippers,like to it felfe : which cannot be made fo, but by the 

and Spirit of G od, which breatheth where and when it liftech,and Gall 30. 
not where and when mens Lawes and Statutes pleafeth; which may 


make hypocrites, but not true Chriftians, 
Give glory to God through Fe fis Christ alene , Phil. 3.'3. 


 fervant : Behold my fervamce whom I have chofen,my beloved in whom 
my Soule is well pleafed ; I will put my Spirit upon him, and he fhall 
-fhew Judgement to the Gentiles ; he thall not ftrive nor crie, neither 
{hall any man heare his voice in the ftreets ; a brvifed Reed fhall he not 
_ breake, and fmoking Flax fhall he not quench, till he fend forth Judge- 
ment unto Victorie. Advifing them to be fo farse from perfecuting 
Kom. 12.14. thofe that fhould oppof, and not be ef their Religion, that when they 
the 20, _ were periecuted they fhould pray, when they were curfed they fhould 
blefie, leayiug the JudgementtoGod. 


2 Corte. 4. 


«By Edward Barter, fometimes Prifoner in Newgate forthe Gofpel of Chrift. 
all husilitie fubmitting to better Judgemems, 
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the humble Petition of many his Maicfties loyal! and faithfall fab; 
The bun I aithfull fubieas 
their Adherents, by all rigorous courfes, for their Conienc 
rations, Math.28. 19. and praitifed by the Primitive Chri 
; 19s praciifea by the Primitive Chri 
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